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SUBJECT: TRADE MINISTER ROSSI DISCUSSES TRADE POLICY 
ISSUES. 

1 . FOREIGN TRADE MINISTER ROSSI ADDRESSED A LARGE 
AUDIENCE EEBRUARY 14 INVITED BY THE INSTITUTE SUPERIEUR 
DE COMMERCE, AND THE ADDRESS WAS FOLLOWED BY A PANEL 
DISCUSSION WITH FIVE LEADING BUSINESSMEN AND FIVE 
ECONOMIC JOURNALISTS. 

2. ROSSI'S MAIN POINT WAS TO ENCOURAGE A GREATER 
EFFORT AT EXPORTING, ESPECIALLY BY THE SMALL AND 
MEDIUM SIZED ENTERPRISE. HE SAID INCREASING EXPORTS 

OF CONSUMER GOODS TO DEVELOPED AND SOLVENT MARKETS IS 
THE BEST RESPONSE TO FRANCE'S TRADE DEFICIT. A 
REDUCTION IN IMPORTS COULD ALSO BE BROUGHT ABOUT IF 
FRENCH PRODUCERS SOUGHT TO RECONQUER THE FRENCH 
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MARKET. ROSSI SOFT-PEDALED THE "BUY-ERENCH" THEME. 

HE MADE NO RESPONSE TO ONE JOURNALIST'S EFFORT TO DRAW 
HIM OUT ON THAT SUBJECT. THE UNITED STATES WAS NOT 
DIRECTLY CRITICIZED DURING THE THREE-HOUR AFTER-DINNER 
PROGRAM, BUT CONCERN WAS EXPRESSED OVER TRADING 
PRACTICES OF ITALY AND JAPAN WHILE GERMANY WAS CRITI- 
CIZED FOR "LOW SOCIAL CHARGES. " 
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3. DURING THE DISCUSSION PERIOD ROSSI MADE TWO 
POINTS OF GENERAL INTEREST. AFTER SUMMARIZING FRANCE'S 
WELL-KNOWN POSITIONS FOR THE MTN, NOTABLY TARIFF 
HARMONIZATION AND THE SPECIAL NATURE OF AGRICULTURE 
ISSUES, HE SAID THAT IN THE EC FRANCE WOULD POSE AS A 
PRECONDITION SATISFACTORY PROGRESS TOWARD IMPROVED 
CUSTOMS VALUATION PRACTICES. DISCUSSING EC AGRI- 
CULTURAL PRICES IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION, ROSSI SAID 
THAT IF FRANCE WERE NOT SATISFIED BY APRIL 1 
REGARDING MONETARY COMPENSATORY AMOUNTS, THEN FRANCE 
WOULD HAVE TO RESORT TO "UNILATERAL NATIONAL MEASURES." 

4. DESPITE PRESENCE OF ACTIVIST ECONOMIC JOURNALISTS, 

THE PROGRAM WAS NOT REPORTED IN PRESS WITH EXCEPTION 
OF MINOR ITEM IN "LE NOUVEAU JOURNAL." 
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